
having often listened to the great masters of elo¬
quence whom I have named, the speech of Dr.
Samuel Jackson, heard more than half a century
since, still lingers in my memory, not only as a

"thing of beauty," but "a joy forever."
John M. Batten.

309 Fifth ave., Pittsburgh, Pa., August 9, 1S8

Audi Alteram Partem.
To the Editor :\p=m-\Themaking of punctures,

exploratory and otherwise, through terebrated,
instead of trephine openings, as described by Dr.
Edmond Souchon, and referred to in your edi-
torial of September 7th, is not new in any sense.
It was carried out by me and its results described
several years ago.1 I have never claimed origi-
nality for it, as Gibier, if I remember rightly,
employed terebration ten years ago, in the course
of some inoculation experiments involving the
brain. The apparatus used by me was an ordin-
ary watchmaker's drill.

Respectfully yours,
E. C. Spitzka, M.D.

712 Lexington Ave., New York, Sept. 7, 1889.

Transactions of the New York State Med-
ical Association for 1888. Vol. v. Edited
for the Association by Alfred Ludlow Car-
roll, M.D., of Richmond County. New York:
J. H. Vail & Co., 1889. Pp. viii\p=m-\610.
This is a volume of far more than ordinary in-

terest, and we feel like congratulating the Asso-
ciation on the superior character of the work done
and on the excellence with which the editor has
performed his part. More than forty papers were
presented at the meeting in question, and it is
not too much to say that all are of a highly mer-
itorious character. Of especial interest are the
discussions of various important subjects in which
the leading topics are considered seriatim, as for
example the " Discussion on Puerperal Septic\l=ae\-
mia." In this the " Introductory Remarks" were
made by Dr. C. C. Frederick ; then followed a
series of six leading questions, some of them par-
ticularly comprehensive in character. Each of
these questions formed the text of one or more
short papers, in which the writers confined them-
selves closely to the immediate question under
consideration ; in this discussion the papers were
read by Drs. H. M. Biggs, E. D. Ferguson, S. B.
W. McLeod, A. L. Carroll, F. W. Ross, John
Shrady, W. H. Robb, Frank Grauer, William T.
Lusk and R. L. Banta.

The New York State Medical Association was
founded in 1884, and has thus far been presided
over by such distinguished men as Henry D. Di-
dama, John P. Gray, E. M. Moore, Isaac E. Tay¬
lor, John Cronyn and William T. Lusk. The
membership has already reached the large figureof 681. It comprises five branch associations in
the various sections of the State, between which
the membership is pretty evenly divided.

1 " On Some Points Regarding Therapeutical and Other Injuriesof the Brain," Proceedings American Neurological Association,1887. Journal of Nervous and Mental Diseases ; also, Journal of
Comparative Medicine, July, 1886.

NECROLOGY.

Alexander T. Darrali, M.D.
Dr. Alexander T. Darrah, of Bloomington,

111., died at his home on September 4, 1889, after
a short illness caused by congestion of the bow¬
els. Dr. Darrah was born in Delaware, Ohio, in
1837, was graduated from Rush Medical College,
Chicago and practiced medicine in Tolono, 111.,
until 1883, when he removed to Bloomington.
He enjoyed a deservedly high reputation as a

physician and public spirited citizen. He was
also very prominent in the Masonic fraternity,
having been elected Grand Master of Illinois in
1886 and 1887. A wife and three children sur¬
vive him.

MISCELLANY.

Edison's Impressions of Paris.—A correspondent
of the Scientific America?i asked Edison: " How are
you impressed with Paris?" "Oh, I am dazed. My
head's all in a muddle, and I reckon it will take me at
least a year to recover my senses. I wish now that I had
come over in my laboratory blouse, and could have gone
about unknown and have seen something. The exhibi¬
tion is immense, larger than our Philadelphia exhibition.
So far, however, I have seen but very little of it. This
morning, however, I saw a tool which will save me $6,ooo,
clear, a year. It is a chisel worked by hydraulic pres¬
sure. I just saw it, passing by—just a glance. I shall
order some, and send them out. They will enable us to
reduce our labor by eighteen hands. What has struck
me so far chiefly is the absolute laziness of everybody over
here. When do these people work? What do they work
at? I have not seen a cartload of goods since I came to
Paris. People here seem to have established an elaborate
system of loafing. Some of these engineers who come
to see me, fashionably dressed, walking-stick in hand—
when do they work? I don't understand it at all."

The McLean County (III.) Medical Society met at.
the office of Drs. Darrah & Corley on the 2d inst. There
were present Drs. H. Parkhurst, F. J. Parkhurst, J. B.
Taylor, F. W. Keyes, C. C. Sater, L. E. Spear, John Lit¬
tle, J. L. White, C. J. Corley, Rhoda Galloway, E. Mam-
men, S. T. Anderson, D. A. White, W. R. Shinn, N. F.
Jordan, F. C. Vandervort. Drs. H. F. Ballard and W. L.
Hallam were elected to membership. The application of
Dr. C. E. Ballard, of Saybrook, for membership, was re¬
ceived and referred to the Board of Censors. Dr. E.
Mammen exhibited with the microscope a piece of epi-
thelioma; Dr. J. B. Taylor read a very able and interest-
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